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ANNUAL REPORT OF THER MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 


YEAR ENDING. dist DECEMBER. 1957. 


Mr, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlomon, 


I herewith submit my Annual Report upon the Vital Statistics 
and Sanitary Work of the District for the yoar ended 3lst Decomber, 
1957 


VITAL STATISTICS 


POPULATION. 


Tho Registrar General's figures for the Area at Mid 1957., show 
the resident population as 13,970., this being -s decrease of 80 over 
the previous year and the first year that tho population has fallen 
below 14, 000 rn 


Live Births. Male « Femalo, Total, Birth Rato per 
| 1,000 population. 
Legitimate. L1LO 109 219 16.59 Crudée 
Illegitimate. 6 4, LO 15299 Corrected, 
116 113 289 
Comparability Factor: 097 
Still Births. 
Legitimate. 2 6 8 007 
Illegitimato. - - ae 
rs 6 8 
DEATH RATE 4 
Deaths in Shildon Area as por hketurns 
to the Medical Officor of Hoalth. 130 
Deaths outside Shildon Area 49 
L79 


Ago Groups of Doaths in Shildon. 
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DEATH RATE (Contd) 
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All Causese 
Tuborculosis. (Respiratory Systom) 


Other Tubercular Disoases. 

Syphilitic Discaso. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping Coughe 

Meningococcal Infectionse 

Acute Poliomyelitis. 

Measlose 

Othor Infective and Parasitic Diseasese 
Malignant neoplasm, stomachs 

Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus. 
Malignarit neoplasm, breast. 

Malignant neoplasm, utorus. 

Othcr malignant and lymphatic neoplasms. 
Leukacmia, alcukacmia. 


Diabetes. 


Vascular lesions of nervous systcno 
Coronary Disease, angina. 
Hypertension with heart discaso, 
Other heart discaso. 

Other circulatory discascd. 
InfluonZa. 

Pnoeunion ia. 

Bronchitise 

Othor disease of respiratory syston. 
Ulcer of stomach and duodonun, 
Gastritis, ontcritis and diarrhooae 
Nephritis and nephrosis.e 
Hyporplasia of prostato. 

Prognancy, childbirth, abortion. 
Congenital malformationse 

Othcr definod and ill-dofincd discases. 
Motor vchiclo accidontse 

All other accidents. 

Suicidce 


Homicide and operations of ware 


Serena teeellienha Eile A ROR ES IT 
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Causcs of Death, 1957.6 
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DEATH RATE (Contd) 
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Death Rato 


Deaths» 12.681 por 1,000 population. 
12e45 yg, es s Corrected 


Under 1 yoare 549 o3 », Live Birthse 


Still Births, 


5469 LPS) w73 acs 99 
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The Death Rato for the Country (England and Wales) is 11.5 per 1,000 
populations 


The total number of Births in excess of Doaths during tho year was 50, 
as against 71 for the provious year and 27 for 1955. 


NOTE. 


Births in oxcess of Deaths: 


1950 ee Qo eo ec O65 Noe 
TOR @ag° eo 9°06 oe 52 Noe 
L952 eo 20 ee oo 58 Noe 
19535 ee ee we ee 64 Noe 
L954 es ee 6° ec 61 Noe 
1055) oe ee eo eo 27 NOe 
1956 eo @0 oe e° fue NOe 
a lees e° eo 0 e DO Noe 


Population Decroascs since 1950-1951; 


1950-1951 1955 
14 5740 TAIL GOMEUTs os fecal « 6 DGCEN Os 
19550 1956 
14,160. TAUOSO Wie asta clits aL LOLNOY 
1956. 195o 
14,050. Wao Tee tars dor eel Meer) BO NOe 


INFANTILE MORTALITY RATE, 
The number of Deaths of childron undor the age of ono year is 8, 
representing an Infantile Mortality Rato por 1,000 Live Births of 3469 e 
Of theso 8, only 4 occurred in Shildon, producing an Infantile Mortality 
Rate of 17,46 por 1,000 Live Births for the Shildon Area onlye 


The corresponding figure for England and Wales is 23.0 per 1,000 Livo 
Births for tho yoar onded 1957. 


SUMMARY OF STATISTICS. 


Men ce mmmerenDeath int 6) | Still [Birth [Live and Still | 
Rato fort 9 Birth |Rate jBirth Rato por 


per ate Rato jpor {1,000 populations } 
OO er per L,O00 
pop'n 3000 be 0024 pop in 


ive Birthsel|pop'ne 


Country Avorage. 1165 | 25,0 E 22 ot 
(England & Wales) | 
ome 


ee 


Shildon. 12.81! 34.9 5 


Shildon Area. (Only) 117646 
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 


Table of Cases as notified in the Whole District, set out in age groups. (Civilians only) 


eer 35/45 | 45/61 


ee 


a/a| 4/3) 
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Infectious 
Diseases. 


| 6l ana} Atall | 


over | A208 | 


Scarlct Fever. 
Diphthcriae 


FPncumonia.e 


Whooping Cough. 
- 136 


| 
Moaslose | | 
Erysipclas. | : 
Foliomyolitis. | ~ ~ = 
i 


Tuberculosis: 

le Malcse 
a)Pulmonarye 
b)Non-Pulmonarye 
&e Fomalcs. 
b)Pulmonary. - 
b)Non-Pulmonary o - 


Paratyphoid Fevere - 


k~ 
- pS rep) 


Moningitis. 
Food Poisoninge | - 
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Enecphalitise 


Dyssntcrye 
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_ TUBERCULOSIS. 
' The following cases remained on tho rogistcr at the end of tho yoar: 


Pulmonarye Non-Pulmonary. Total. 


Males. 68 19 87 
Fomales. date 24 76 
120 43 163 


' This shows an incrcaso of 6 Pulmonary and 3 Non=Pulmonary Cases over the 
' previous yeare 


The number of known Tuberculosis Casos in the District represonts 1.16% of 
the population, a docroase of O-. 8% over the previous yeare 


There wore 9 Cases notified during the yoar in the following ago groups: 


SaPAramea ery) memmants ’ 
| Pulmonary e 
Male.) Females 


Non~Pulmonary. 
Malo, Fomale. 


Under 1] yeare 
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DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION » 
With the fnceotion « of the National Health Act, (3rd July, 1948) this 
became the responsibility of tho Durham County Council. 
During the year, the following childron wore immunised: 


Aged = Under 5 yrse 75 Noe 
fe = as 99 5 NO» 

80 NOe 

hocectivod Boosters ..e Blhas 


Not a single caso of Diphtheria was notifiod during the year. 
Parents are still encouraged to have their children immunised, 


Poliomyolitis. 
This is the responsibility of the Durham County Council and sessions havo 
been held during the year when the following numbor of children recoived 
injections; 
ace NOs 2 injections. 
91 Noe 1 injection, 

PARTICULARS OF DISTRICT. 
Area. (in acres) including Eldon, Old Eldon, Middridge, 

Fylands and Brusseltone 498286 
No. of inhabited houses in the District, 4,713.6 
of which 100 were constructod during the year, 52 
Condemned and Demolition Orders served undor Sections 
11 and 16, of tho Housing Acts, 1936 and 1957, @ 
Olosed under Section 10 of the Housing Act, 1936., 
(Local Government Miscollaneous Provisions) Act, 1983, 
and 2, which wero in Clearance Areas, the tonants of 
such houses Demolished and Closed, boing ro-housed by 
this Council. 


Sum represented by a Penny Rates £515 6 
Rateable Value, £87 , 477 ¢ 
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA, 


Wator Supplye 


The aroa has a piped supply of water provided by the Durham County 
Water Boards 


An amplo supply has been maintained throughout tho area during this 
poriod and the public are again reminded of tho necessity of consorving 
wator at all timos by boing cconomic in its usc. The supply is of 
excellent quality and rogular bacteriological and chemical tests aro 
carried out by tho Durham County Water Boards 


"Refuse Collections 


The Urban Area is sorviced by the Council and deals with some 4,713 
houses, apart from the business promises and factories situated in the ANOS ¢ 
A weekly service is provided to these house and, with the progressive 
Clearance of properties in the out-lying districts, the number of Ash 
Closets decreases yearly. Trade Refuse is collected and charged for at the 
rate of 1s. Ode por bin, and salvage in the form of Waste Paper and Metals 
is also collected, 


Controllod Tipping has been introduced in Sunnydale as a result of 

“tho tormination of contract for use of the Dostructor as operated by the 

North Eastern Electricity Board. For this purpose, a 100 years lease was 
Bee icon on the land, garages provided on the sito and a small Bulldozer 

purchased for consolidating the refuse, covering it with soll. It is 

anticipated that this site will provide accommodation up to 100 yoarse 
PApart from this Tip, there are two uncontrollod Tips in the area which 
should be dis-continued in the near future and the whole of the Council 
refuse disposed of by Controlled Tippinge 


Lees n of Salvage e 


This service has been continued along with the normal collection of 
Bhouschold refuse in the area and during the year has provided a substantial 
contribution to the Goneral Rate Funde 


Doscriptions Tonse Cwts» Lo Se de 

Wasto Paper (all types) 5B,  8e CGT SY ane) Syed ROR 
Serap Mctal. oA: e ie 400 9 LO.- Oe 
peso yenlOy lade 


epee He! SE 


Householders are again asked to co~oporate by placing clean, dry 
paper in separate bundles by tho Ash Bins on the normal day of collections 


Drains and Sewerage s 


The drains and sewers continue to work in a satisfactory manner and 
the Sewage Works gives oxcollent rosults.e 


Rodent Control. 


Two complete Sower Treatments were carried out during March and 
October/November, 1957., the results of which wore satisfactorye In 
addition, private businesses and dwelling houses were also treated as and 
whero noccssary = a chargo boing made to proportios other than dwelling 
house property =» 


A full timc Rodent Operator is omployed by the Council for tho 
purpose of carrying out this work. 


The public are still roquestecd to report promptly, Rat Infestation 
to the Council Offices on becoming aware of rats and mico on their promises, 


Noe. of promisos visitod. Noe of baits laida 
612 “oe 3,826. 


Tho number of visits mado during the year on Rat Infosted premises 
during which Treatment was carried out boing ee oc ee 35,8596 
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA (Contd) 


SUMMARY OF NOTICES AND WORK DONE IN THE PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR'S 
DEPARTMENT DURING THE YHAR ENDED 1957. Sa aR a a 


1. New Houses completed during the year, 
( With Stato | 


ete pelanonbiie Meme flere ab ASaistance Total. 
fa) By Local Authority. | 100- aa. | 
6 


) By any other Housing Authority 
c) By privato persons. 


2e Closing and Demolition of Housose 
a) Forrial Actiong 


1)Noe of houses demolished during the yoar as a rosult 


of Clearance Schomes or othor formal actione ee 58 Noe 
1i)No,. of houses Closed but not domolished as a result 
of formal action, ee O58 Noe 
L11)No. of houses in Cloaranco Aroas and Individual Unfit 
Houses, demolition of which tomporarily postponod. ee 12 Noe 
iv)No. of houses in use as tomporary accommodation. 
(Housing, Repairs and Ronts Act, 1954. Part 1.) Aces Bat fe 


b) Informal Action. 


1)No. of houses permanently discontinucd as dwellings 
as a result of informal action and not included above ec 1 Noe 


Se Reconditioned and Repaire 
No.of houses made fit during tho year by procedure 
under Housing Acts, (excluding temporary accornmodation) 
or Public Health Acts: 


a) As a result of informal action. . es 15 Noe 
b) By owners as a result of Statutory Notico, ee 15 Noo 
c) By Local Authority in default of ownerse oo OU 


4. General Summarys 


a.) 
| Noe of [Noe of | Noe of |Dofocts |Logal : 
i Inspe- | INFOR- | STATU- | Romodtiod proceedings | 
ctionse! MAL | TORY after and Goneral 
Notices} Notices;Notico. jRemarkse 
i served sorved.|! 


| Housing: 
Public Health and 
Housing Acts: 
Overcrowdinse 


‘ay insurf icon. 
b)Dofoctivos 
Drainagcoe 

Wator Supplyo 
Food Pronisose 
Shops Acta 
Dairlese 

Slaughtor Houses: 
a)Pu Se. 
b)Privato. 

Tents, Vans oetCe 
Offensive Tradcs, 
Factories & Workplaces. 
Insanitary Ashpits 
and Receptaclos. 


Offensive Accumnulations 
Snoke Nuisances. 
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Prevention of Damago by 
Pests Act ° 


1 2 
Keeping of Anina’.s « - a ha 2 | 
Jay 
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA (Contd) 


= 

b) Water, Food and Drugs. 
Samples of water taken for Analysis (water samples 
are taken by the Durham County Water Board) oe OU 
Seizures of Unwholosome Food (Voluntarily surrendered) .. 74 
Samples of Food and Drugs taken for Analysis or found 
to be adulteoratod. oe ~ 
No isolated samples were taken by this Council as this 
is the function of tho Durham County Council. 
No cases of food adultcration were reported to this Councile 


c) Procautions against Infectious Disease. 
Lots of Infectious Bedding Stoved or Destroyod. be 5 
Houses disinfectod after infoctious DiseasGe ee 26 


d) Gonorals 


Number of new houses Erected during tho years eo LOO 
Number of such houses Occupiod during tho year. ee LOO 
Total number of Water Closets in District. ae 4 4576 
Total number of Ash-pit privies in District, eo 305 


_ PRIVY CONVERSION. 


A scheme has beon introduced by the Council for a Grant of £108e0d.0de, 
per privy conversion approved by the Council. The aroas affected are 
principally those in Eldon, Brussolton and Middridge and, as 
applications for such Grant are dealt with in strict rotation, they 
Should be made well in advance of any work of this nature boing 
carried oute 

MILK RETAILERS 6 

There are cight (8) Retail Purveyors in the District who are 
supplying oither Pastourised or Tuberculin Tested (Pastourised) 
Milk, Frequent samplos have been taken by tho Inspector of Weights 
and Measures and also by the Durham War Agricultural Executive 
Committee's representative and all were found to be satisfactorye 


E00D AND DRUGS (MEAT) 

j Thore are six (6) Licenced Slaughtor Houses in tho aroa, four of 
which are being used regularly for the purpose of slaughtering 
animals for human consuriptiona 


Noe of animals Noe of carcasses with 
slaughtcoreds offal, inspected by 
. Local Authority's 


OLP1COrse 


Cattlo. O74 190 
Sheep» 472 156 
Pigs. 052 120 

1,198 466 


Qwing to the times of slaughtoring which are generally Held during 
evening hours during the woek or on Sundays, inspection cannot be 
carried out on a 100% basis. 


HOOD SHOPS LN GENBRAL 
Regular visits are paid to food shops in the area and it is pleasing 
to note modernisation and improvements which have been carried out at 
sone of these. However, there are many cases in which adequate 
control of fly infestation in shops is not maintained, especially 
during warm weather periods and adequate protection to the foodstuffs 
so exposed should be maintained at all times, 


HOUSING.» } 
a) Tho Council's Pre-War and Post-War Housing Programmes aro summarised. 
as follows: 


LOLO Acts 126 housos erectedo 
1930-1935 Acts: (Slum Cloaranco~Overcrowding) 100  ,, 5 
Post+War Temnorary Housing. 43 pi oe 
Post-War Permanent Housing. 616 mye 90 
PosteWaz Agsd Porsons Bungalowse 60 execteds 
Post-War Flats. (3) ean 


o 
ot \ «a 
’ 
+ | Sverre ef mite 
ja Digitals : tothe)! atiytkod ale wean i 
=* N OE | 
 .P ‘ a et we ode Ve tro ‘Aran we 
eit EOWA ELSE ON) Nias Sd cei 
’ “7, + Paya me oe i - ’ (Cave wo 
‘ Fite Fn thd og ae SOK re ay nae i 
: ; hak. i ae Pp 
' : i On 
RODE BL, wa Ons: sl beh Athenee TL 
a ran ; * : f ‘ 
, ea 3 i vs 7 i ral 1 ji 
} oo «= andy a we | ay & boca ute rl . 
od ectrersap pao et gn otdax eens Booth te 
ev zy Ay 
‘ vo" em, Powre-, dys hae. 
: ST 5 ‘7 id aa Li 
A ’ ; ‘ake k 
r 
: i 
; ; fal PAS Ore i aouuod ) W hoe, 
; ; ' ee , 
: 2 J ie ee eens stale, SA ‘ale ne? 
r 
; ; - ed ens , Aste 
6. Hi me Bee ed { ave 04 x 
a J a Sip a 2 ss 
. ¢ m - ie ¢ 
: ; it } are PENCveEaT te ss edie 
ie ire { ra Cty “wrens fee 
ithe <i dat tT he : 
he? . o De New ’ ea u. ae ied ay i. 20 
\ ¥ j a | 
b ; | * 
A Bh | 
| re pe 
e ww 
’ rt 
. | toting fs 
g . j e cet 
Fa 
“ 
“ 
; 
¥ bs 
' 
We ‘ 
’ 
‘ ’ 
4 
: 
» ’ t ’ Va y _* ' 1 beer ~~ & o& r 
a ’ Pel ee eS ftdte tia: #: 
Saad: ey see Aiea. ioe W Bes 
ot Pins 
at) 3G +, 1S 
, Se. 
i O10" Asai 
ay Ciuscs Gets 
(irae bay Boevet eee 
Sir aot osaitvabs 


* 5 ey Te. LL x 


b) 


c) 


a) 


Ro-Housing.s 
During the year, 106 houses were let to the following groups in 
accordance with the Council's Allocation of houses Scheme: 


Points, 57 
Individual and Unfit Housese 466 
Medical Casos,. A Be 
Key Workers. le 
Eviction Casese Le 

Total oo ee 106 ¢ 


During the year, the number of dwellings built by the Council was 100, 
of which 15 were Bungalows and 4 Flats. ‘The Council have endeavoured 
to maintain their building rate in the face of rising loan costse 

Of these built, approximately 50% were Ist to those Living in 
Clearance typo property. 


The following arcas were outstanding for Clearance at the commencement 
of the year, namely: 


Strand Street. Richmond Street, Fylands. 
Halls Row.Hldon, West Row. Eldon, 


During the year, all properties affected in Richmond Street were 
demolished and part of Strand Streot complotod.e 


Difficulty is being experienced in obtaining the services of bona-fida 
Demolition Contra ctors to clear the sites whoro owners fail to carry 
out the necossary demolition, Howover, it is anticipated that 
Contract for this typo of work will bo carriod out in tho year 1958, 
on behalf of the Council. 


The 5 Year Clcarance Prograriic progrossos wogl and it is hopod to doal 
with the Market Place Area with a view to ro-devlopmoent. 


The allocation of Council Houses is still made on tho following 
grounds 3 


a) Clearances 
b) Points List. 
together with special Medical Cases and 
a special provision being mado to reeshouse old people in Bungalows 
within the town itsolf, 


The number of applicants ronaining on tho Housing and Bungalow List at 
olst Docembor, 1957, wero as follows: 


116 Noe Bungalows » 
150 Noe Two bedroom type houses, 
36 NO»e Three 99 99 er) 


Rent Act, 1957, 


The following is a summary of applications received for Certificatos of 
Disropair in accordance with tho provisions of the above Act: 


Certificates of Disrepair issued by the Urban District Council under 
the above Act, since the date of operation, 6th July, 1957, to tho 
Slst December, 1957 6 


Part = » Applications for Certificate of Disropnain. 
a)No,. of applications for Cortificates. Ary eens © 
b)No.e of decisions not to issue Cortificatose e. 
c)No, of decisions to issue Certificates: ,., .. 88 
i)in rospoct of some but not all dofoctse oe 88 


ii)in respect of all defocts. AUR 
d)No. of undertakings givon by landlords under 
parae 5. of the lst Schedule. LO 


e)No.e of undortakings rofusod by Local Authority 
under proviso to para. 5 of the lst Schodulooe - 
fF)No. of Cortificates issued. oe 90 15 


(9) 
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Rent Act, OV leanecOl lle ses 


Part II - Applications for Cancellation of Cortificate se 
g) Applications by landlords to Local Authority for 


cancellation of certificates. ee ee - 
h) Objections by tonants to cancollation of 

certificatose eo oe - 
i) Decisions by Local Authority to cancel in spite of 

tenants! objections eo oe - 


j) Certificates cancelled by Local Authorityeee oe = 


FACTORIES ACT, 1937.6 


Regular visits are paid to those Factorics situate within the 
Urban District to ensure that they comply with the requirononts 
of this Act, and the Regulations as to the Means of Escape in 
the event of Fire, Close liaison is maintained with H.M. 
Inspector of Factories in this latter rospect. 


I remain, 
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


Your obedient Servant, 


Pe Ve ANDERSON 4 
Medical Officer of Health 
Urban District Council of Shildon 
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